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Tour of devon and Cornwall   
 
Day One  
Arrive into London Heathrow Airport and take the Heathrow Express into central London, to check-in at your 
accommodation, followed by the remainder of the day at leisure to relax after your long journey. 
 
Day Two  
Take an independent taxi to the station for a direct train to Exeter and on arrival, you will be met by your local 
driver for a tour of the beautiful Dartmoor National Park, with its heather-covered moorland and deep wooded 
gorges, beautiful lake-like reservoirs and tumbling rocky rivers, thriving market towns and villages, patchwork 
farmland and craggy granite tors.  A stop will be made in Windecombe-in-the-moor, one of the most 
picturesque villages on the moor. After a long stay in Dartmoor in 1900, Conan Doyle wrote the novel, The 
Hound of the Baskervilles. It was much influenced by local folklore about an escaped convict, an inhospitable 
manor and huge hound. A visit will be included to Castle Drogo, an extraordinary granite and oak castle, 
designed by Sir Edward Lutyens, which combines the comforts of the 20th century with grandeur of a Baronial 
Castle.  There is a terraced formal garden with colourful herbaceous borders and with panoramic views over 
Dartmoor and delightful walks in the dramatic Teign Gorge.  Check-in at your accommodation in the Dartmoor 
National Park for overnight.  
 
Day Three 
Today enjoy a visit to Buckland Abbey, tucked away in its own secluded valley above the River Tavy, it was 
originally a small but influential Cistercian monastery. The house, incorporating the remains of the 13th-century 
abbey church, has rich associations with Sir Francis Drake and his seafaring rival, Sir Richard Grenville, and 
contains much interesting memorabilia from their time and there is a beautiful Elizabethan garden. Take the 
coastal route to Fowey, stopping for visits along the way to picturesque villages and this will include Saltash, 
known at the Gateway to Cornwall with its beautiful views across the river, on then to Looe, a fishing port with 
bustling quayside and finally Fowey, a port with an outstanding natural harbour.  On arrival check-in at your 
hotel in Fowey and this will be your base for the next 2 nights.  
 
Day Four  
After breakfast, depart for a visit to the Eden Project, one of the most popular visitor attractions in Cornwall. It 
consists of two large transparent domes, called biomes, which house plant species from around the world. The 
first dome, the Humid Tropics Biome, recreates a tropical environment while the other, the Warm Temperate 
Biome assumes a Mediterranean-type environment.  The massive project took two and a half years to complete 
and contains a vast collection of exotic plants. The newest addition to the site is the core, which provides an 
educational facility.  This will be followed by a visit to Lanhydrock, one of the grandest and most welcoming 
houses in Cornwall, set in glorious gardens overlooking the valley of the River Fowey.  There are 50 rooms on 
show and together they reflect the entire spectrum of life in a rich and splendid Victorian household.  Explore 
formal parterres of dazzling bedding plants and wander along paths that wind through a woodland landscape 
planted in a semi-formal Cornish fashion - rhododendrons and Himalayan magnolias lurching to their full-size in 
the fresh Cornish air.  Because the grounds lie inland and rise up to 130-metres above sea level, the plants have 
to cope with harsher climates than the lush valley gardens of the south coast. In spite of this, Lanhydrock still 
puts on one of the county’s most colourful spring shows, with over 120 species of cream and white magnolias 
featuring amongst a flurry of wild blooms that carpet the woodland.   
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Day Five  
After breakfast, depart for a visit the Lost Gardens of Heligan, this mysterious estate offers over 200 acres for 
exploration. Victorian productive gardens and pleasure grounds, a lush sub-tropical Jungle, a pioneering Wildlife 
Project and walks through sustainably managed pastures and ancient woodlands await your discovery. Continue 
to Mevagissey, a picturesque and unique 14th century fishing village for some free time for an independent 
lunch.  This will be followed by a visit to Caerhays Castle, designed by John Nash at the start of the 19th century, 
there are the gardens and grounds with the magnificent camellias and rhododendrons for which the estate is 
world famous and the National Magnolia Collection which has a home here.   Continue to Falmouth to check-in 
at your accommodation for overnight.  
 
Day Six  
Today enjoy a visit to Trebah Garden, a uniquely beautiful, wooded 25 acre sub-tropical ravine garden with its 
own beach on the beautiful Helford River. It is the wild and magical result of 160 years of inspired and dedicated 
creation. The natural spring at the top of the garden drops 10ft into the Koi Pool and cascades through drifts of 
brightly coloured waterside plantings. Mediterranean and southern hemisphere plants intermingle with Trebah’s 
groves of huge Australian tree ferns and palms.  A giant plantation of gunnera and clumps of huge bamboos give 
this garden a unique and exotic wildness matched by no other garden in the British Isles. It has been rated as 
one of the best 80 gardens in the world. Many of the plants, such as the azaleas and rhododendrons, selected 
for their fragrance, have been planted in drifts on the ravine sides.  This will be followed by an afternoon visit to 
a privately owned garden, open as part of the National Gardens Scheme.  The scheme was founded in 1927 in 
England with the aim of "opening gardens of quality, character and interest to the public for charity".  Visiting an 
NGS garden not only provides great pleasure, whether by simply enjoying the visual delights or gaining ideas for 
your own garden, but it also helps to raise money for charity.   You will then be transferred to St Ives, which for 
centuries was a pilchard fishing port and life in the town still centre around its picturesque working harbour, 
where fishing boats still moor. The characterful old town has quaint stepped alleys and slate hung cottages 
bedecked with an abundance of flower filled baskets. Fore Street is the most popular shopping street, packed 
with boutiques and unusual shops.   Check-in at your accommodation in St Ives for the next 2 nights. 
 

Day Seven  
Depart for the journey to spectacular St Michael’s Mount, occupying a granite outcrop which rises dramatically 
from Mount's Bay and is England's most scenic coastal attraction, a medieval castle with sub-tropical hanging 
gardens and a church perched on top of a rocky island, cut off from the mainland at high tide. The island can be 
reached via the causeway at low tide or a boat service operates across at times of high tide.  The castle was 
given to the National Trust by the St. Aubyn family in 1954. Among the rooms open to the public are the Chevy 
Chase Room, so named after its superb ornate plaster frieze. The chapel of St. Michael dates from the fifteenth 
century and has an embattled tower. Chapel Rock, which stands on the beach, marks the site of a shrine 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, where pilgrims once worshipped.  On then to picturesque Mousehole, where 
Dylan Thomas spent his honeymoon and called it ‘the loveliest village in England' before visiting the Minack 
Theatre, an open-air theatre constructed above a gully with a rocky granite outcrop jutting into the sea.  Return 
to St Ives for overnight. 
 
Day Eight  
Enjoy some leisure time in St Ives before taking an independent taxi to St Erth Station for the train back to 
London. 
 


